[Johann Wilhelm Ritter (1776-1810) and the discovery of ultraviolet irradiation 185 years ago].
On 22 February 1801, Johann Wilhelm Ritter discovered UV radiation in Jena. In general, this achievement is less well known than his work on galvanism. Ritter was the creator of modern electrochemistry. Though since described as "the most brilliant physicist of the Romantic period," he was a controversial figure in his own time. His scientific work was not fully acknowledged until after his death.